Light/Dark Camera Adjustments

Make these changes to improve your photos. Note: Each adjustment will result in a tradeoff, often negative. To minimize unwanted tradeoffs, apply each adjustment in the order they appear here. 

TOO DARK






TRADE OFF

· Seek better light (go outside, turn on light)   

→ Natural light looks better

· Turn subjects toward light (noses pointed to the sky)  → Reduces shadow

· Seek reflective surfaces (lighter clothing, walls & ground)
→ Improved ambient light
· Reduce shutter speed (as low as 1/20)

→ Blurry images, try tripod
· Reduce f-Stop (as low as f2.8) 


→  Limited depth of field

· Increase ISO




         → Image quality decreases at 3200
· Activate flash





→ Shadows, glare, red eye

TOO LIGHT






TRADE OFF

· Reduce ISO (down to 100, if possible)  

→ Improved picture quality

· Increase Aperture




→ Improved depth of focus

· Increase shutter speed




→ Sharper image

· Activate manual flash
(in bright sunlight)
       → Reduces hard-light shadows

Light meter tip: Set your camera’s light meter to “spot” – that will give you a better sense of the available light for the subject matter that you’re trying to capture.
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