Journalism 101

Follow these steps to a great story

Subject – Focus – Angle

Every piece of journalism begins with a good idea. Start by identifying the subject or topic (athletics), narrow it down to a focus (volleyball team) and narrow it again to a compelling angle (prospects of repeating as city champs).

Reporting – Scene Coverage

Every story happens somewhere – except here. Figure out where your story is going to play out and get out there with a notepad and a camera. When you go to a scene, you’ll be bombarded with compelling story details and will meet people you can interview (next section). Everything comes together at the scene! 

Finding the scene can be easy or hard. It’s easy if you’re covering an event like a volleyball game or assembly with a set time and place. Scene coverage can be a little more evasive if you’re doing something off-the-clock. This is where you have to use your intuition. Consider the following stories:

STORY




SCENE(s)

Haut-cuisine lunches
Witness the lunches being served in the school cafeteria and then juxtapose that against someone’s interesting homemade lunch

The latest fashion
Go shopping with a group of students. Observe their reactions at the clothes racks and mirrors of the stores.

Every story has a scene – and it’s not online and it’s not in your head. It’s out there, and as reporters, you have to go out there to experience it. If you don’t, you simply won’t have a story worth reading. If you can’t think of a scene for your story, ask your editor!
Reporting – Interviewing - Photography
Interviewing someone is the art of making great conversation and keeping a record of it. 

· Begin by developing real curiosity about your subject matter. It helps to be interested in what you’re writing about, so talk with your classmates about the subject – they might spark some excitement.

. 
· Think of who you should talk to and some good questions you could ask. Your questions should be “open ended” as opposed to “closed.” That is to say, questions that don’t lead to yes/no answers.
· Find the scene of your story and extract every detail. Storytellers have a keen eye for detail. You might also take photos of the scene and the people you meet there.
· Be assertive: Track down a good interviewee and start your conversation. (The best interviewees are found at the scene!) Focus less on writing down everything he/she says and try to keep the conversation going. You can write down your notes later on.

Journalism 101 – Writing Guide

This handout will help you craft your story into a clever little piece of feature journalism. Just follow these steps:

· SCENE IT - Bring the reader into your story by describing a compelling moment from your reporting experiences. Your moment should focus on a person and/or event.
· CONTEXT – Transition from your scene to explain the full context and significance of your story. The WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY and HOW should be answered here with details from your reporting. The timeliness and importance/interest of your story should be readily apparent by now. [This step will take a few paragraphs]
· OPINIONS – Your story needs to show the perspectives/opinions of people involved and/or affected. Make sure you have a balance of views.
· END IT – Go back to your opening scene and offer a look ahead.
Here’s a short example (300 words) of a feature story. It follows the steps described above.

Focus: Grade Wars

Angle: Do grade wars events actually bring people together?

Jacob Brown streams across the back field of CHS. His face is covered in mud, his shirt’s torn and he’s limping. Badly. But his face is triumphant, glowing golden from the reflected sunlight of the Grade 12 flag he’s just captured.                                                                                                                [SCENE]


Welcome to “Grade Wars,” the second installment of grade-versus-grade challenges aimed to foster school spirit and friendship at Canterbury High School. One lunch hour every week the students organize by grade in pitched battles of capture the flag, tug of war, obstacle courses and four-corner soccer. The winning grade gets bragging rights for the year. The event was created to develop harmony within each grade, but does that come at the expense of harmony between grades?                                  [CONTEXT]
“Grade 11s rule the school for ever!” shouted Brown, between gasps of air. Brown suggested the Grade 12s would be pummeled in the remaining three challenges and would have to bow down to the Grade 11s.

“Whatever,” grumbled a Grade 12 student, a piece of shawarma in his mouth. “I’m outta here in June.”                                                                                                                                        [OPINION]
The Grade 9s and 10s put up their own spirited efforts in capture the flag, and although they didn’t win, the experience seems to have fostered some commaraderie among the juniors. Many were seen arm-in-arm, conspiring to take out the seniors at soccer next week.  As for the seniors, they seem united in disassociation with Grade Wars.                                                                                              [CONTEXT]
Back at the student council office, co-prez Claude Dee Laguerre leans back in her chair and describes the event as a great success. She pointed out that a lot of people came out to play and that shows school spirit is strong at Canterbury – it just needs a spark. She also challenged her own grade to step up their game. “I expect the Grade 12s to bring it next week. We can be pretty nasty!”                       [OPINION]
Meanwhile, Jacob Brown is counting his team’s points and rallying the troops for soccer. “They can tear our shirts, kick mud in our faces --but they cannot keep us off the podium!”                     [END IT] 
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