Wallflower Features
TASK: Plan, pitch, report and write 3 Wallflower features over the course of this semester
PITCH: Each feature must be formally proposed using the Wallflower Features Pitch form. Your pitch should be about a TIMELY topic and suggest an IMPORTANT/INTERESTING “angle,” which will be your particular take on the topic. (Original angles are best – something nobody’s done before.) 
Student work will not be graded or published unless the Wallflower Features Pitch 

has been submitted to the teacher for approval.

PROCESS
1. REPORTING: The feature begins with ground work: scene coverage, observation and interviews. Reporting creates the content of your feature; the more reporting the better. There is no substitute for reporting (content). Internet research is not reporting. Pontificating on a subject is not reporting. Editorializing is not reporting. Without reporting, a feature is hollow.  Every effort should be made to obtain detailed and relevant facts, interviews with the most authoritative sources and a balance of perspectives.
***No writing should occur until all reporting is complete***

2. NOTES: Notes should be taken at every reporting experience. Attention to detail is critical to note-taking, especially when quoting individuals. You should review your notes after every reporting experience, to add clarity and detail while the moment is fresh. You may use audio recording devices, but make sure to test them first! Your notes/or recordings must support every fact written in the feature.
***Review your notes carefully. If you notice something lacking (details, sources, a scene, etc…) you may have to do MORE reporting before you can write.***

3. WRITING: Using your notes, but not necessarily all your notes, construct your feature as an engaging “reality story.” Features are typically written in the 3rd person, with no specific references to the reporter, but you may use 1st person or even narrative writing if it suits the piece. Your feature should be approximately 400-500 words.
4. PHOTOGRAPHY: Original photography is required for all Wallflower features. You may borrow* a camera from Mr. Blauer or use your own.
5. PEER EDITING: Use the “Wallflower Peer Review” handout to assess the content of your own and your classmates work. You may see a need to conduct more reporting/interviews if content is lacking. When satisfied with the content, use the handout to assess writing style and mechanics. 
6. DESIGN: Your feature and photography must be carefully (and stylistically) laid out with InDesign using the template provided be Mr. Blauer. 

7. SUBMITTING: Your Indesign file needs to be saved in your Wallflower folder in the shared network drive (FY) by deadline or sooner. Please notify Mr. Blauer when it’s ready.

EVALUATION: See reverse
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Wallflower Features Rubric 
	CATEGORY
	INF
	LEVEL 1
	LEVEL 2
	LEVEL 3
	LEVEL 4

	Reporting

Inclusion of essential and colour details. Objectivity and balance of details and views

Levelx3              


	
	Feature includes few essential W5/H  details

Limited use of colour & scene details
1 source 

Poorly-relevant sources – limited insights
	Feature includes some essential W5/H details

Inconsistent use of colour & scene details
2 sources 

Inconsistently relevant sources offering some insights
	Feature includes most essential W5/H details

Notable colour & scene details
3 sources 

Relevant sources offering meaningful insights

	Feature includes all essential W5/H details 

Vivid colour & scene details
4+ sources 

Authoritative sources offering tremendous insights

	Writing

Engaging and coherent writing

Levelx2              


	
	Limited interest

Limited focus

Poor coherency and mechanics


	Some interesting lines

Inconsistent focus

Inconsistent coherency and mechanics
	Many engaging passages

Largely focussed

Largely coherent and mechanically sound


	Highly engaging from start to finish

Highly focussed 

Perfectly coherent & mechanically sound

	Photography
Technical, artistic and compositional merit
Levelx2              


	
	Photo(s) have  limited technical and compositional merit
	Photo(s) have inconsistent technical and/or compositional merit
	Photo(s) have high technical and compositional merit. Some notable artistic merit
	Photo(s) have high technical, compositional and artistic merit

	Design & Org.
Effective design through correct use of  InDesign & Photoshop

Work submitted according to deadline and WF protocols

Levelx2
	
	Messy, confusing design

Poor use of InDesign & Photoshop tools

Work submitted far past deadline. Key WF protocols missed
	Design lacks clarity and/or visual appeal

Inconsistent use of InDesign & Photoshop tools

Work submitted close to deadline Some minor WF protocols missed
	Clear design – some visual appeal

Correct use of most InDesign & Photoshop tools

Work submitted on time, largely according to WF protocols
	Sharp, stunning  design

Correct use of all required InDesign & Photoshop tools

Work submitted on time (or early) and precisely to WF protocols 


TOTAL:



*This is one of 3  Wallflower feature evaluations this semester*
